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And they prayed,and ſaid,T hou Lord, which know- 
eſt the hearts of all men, ſhew whether of theſe 
iws thou hait choſen. 


_—__—— 


2=22420 He buſineſle of theday is an leon; 
*&@d (8 an cleion into one of the moſt No- 
39 ERS ble O fices of the Kingdome;the go- 


which (let not envic heare it) hath no paralcll 


| 
CHOICE. | 


85S ernment of this Honourable Cirie, | 


vader the Sunne. The bulincſſe of my Text isan | 
Elc&;ontoo; an eleftion into the higheſt office in | 
the Church,to be an Apoſtleand Witmſeof Telus | 
Chriſt, If you pleaſe to ſpare the patcrne in 
foure circumnſtances;as,1. This office is ſpiritual, | 
yours temporall. 2, This place was voyd by A- 
poſtaſie or deceſſon, yours is ſupplied by ſuccel- 
ſion. 3. This cleQion is by Lots,yours is by Suf-. 
frages.' 4. This choice was but one of two, it: 
may be your nuinber exceeds : the reſt will tute | 
well enough , and the ſame God that was inthe 
one, bealfo preſent inthe other, by the afliltance 
of his holy ſpirit, | 


Fhe j 


—— 


| <6 The holy Choice. . | 
| 
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_ B- 
Theargument cf the Text is a prayer to God * | 
for his direction in theirchoice: yea indeed, that | 
| hee would chuſe a man for them ; including a 
ſtrong reaſon of ſuch arequeſt, becauſe he doh | : 
| kom the hearts of all men, 
They begin with prayer;this was the vitall ma- 
| ner inthe Church of God, So Meſes prayed for 
Nan-27,16, | the choice of his Succeflor, Let ihe Lord the Ged 
| of the ſpirits of all firſh ſet a man oner the Congrega- 
tion,” Chriſt ſent not his Apciſiles to that holy 
lokn 17.27. | work, withouta prayer;Sarctifie them threugh thy 
trath, Tn the chufing of thoſe ſeuen Deacons, 
(they firſt prayed , and then [aid their hands por 
them. Thus were Kings Inaugurated, with Sacri- 
fice and Prayer. It isnor fir, he that is choſen for 
| God, ſhould bee choſen without God, But for 
| this, Samuel himiclte may be miſtzhken,and chuſe 
j | ſeuen wrong, before hee hit ypon the right, In 
this; I cannot but commend your religious care; 
; that buſineſſes of fo great a conſequence be al- 
| wayes ſanctified with a bleſſing. Thoſewhich 
in a due proportion, muſt repreſent God tothe 
| world, ought to be conſecrated to that Maicſtic 
| #1 81 which they reſemble,by publike deuotions. E- 
uery important aCtion requires Prayer, much 
7" bp more that which concernes a whole citie, When | 
| = Samuel cameto Bethlehemto annoynt D aid, he | 
| = { calls the whole Citie to the Sacrifice. Indeed 
| [the Family of 7eſſe was ſanCtified in a mote ſpe- 
_ i ciall manner: this bufineſſe was moſt theirs,and 
{all Ifrzels inthem. The feare of God ſhould rake 
| full pofſeffion of all our hearts, that are this day 
q 4-1 F- | aſlem- | 
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aſſembled: but thoſe with whom God hath 
more to doe then with the reſt, ſhould bee more 
| holy thenthe reſt. 

The choice of your Wardens and Maſters in 
your ſeuerall Companies hath a ſolemne forme; 
andit is the honour of your greateſt Feafts,that} 
the firſt diſh isa Sermon. Charitie forbid, that 
any ſhould think, you admit ſuch a Cuſtome, ra- 
ther for conuenience then deuotion; as if Prea- 
ching were but a neceſſary complement to a So- 
lemnitie,as Wine and Muſlicke, I am perſwaded 
better things of you : bur if there ſhould be any 
ſuch peruerſe ſpirits, that like the Gouernor of a 
people called -£qs/,when the Romans came to 
him, 1nſ{it eos ad quercum dicere, bade them ſpeak 
to the Oake,for he had other bufineſſe: but they 
replied, Et hec ſacrata quercns andiat fadus a vorts 
| wiolatum >lct this Oake beare witneſle, that you 
haue broke the league which you haue couenan- 
ted. So when wecome to preach to your foules,| 
if you ſhould ſecretly bid ys ſpeake to the walls; | 
loc euen the very walls will be witneſſes againſt 
you atthelaſtday. Though Sa/ be King ouer 
|Samwel, yet Samnel muſt teach Saul howto bee 
King. Wee may inſtruct, though wee may not 
rule ; yea, wee muſt inſtruct them that ſhall rule, 
Thercfore as wee obey your call in comming 
to ſpeake, ſo doe you obey Gods command in 
vouchafing to heare. Let vs apply ourfſclues ro 
him with deuotion,and then hee will bee graci- 
ouſly preſent at our Election, | 


I This| 


Lo "I 


| | 2: | T he holy Cheice. 
| This Prayer reſpects two | 
| : 2uer,the perſon whom they intreat, 
thing,1 2;d,the matter for which they intreat 

The Perſon is deſcribed by 

Omnipotence; Lora, 
His 3 Ormnilcience, T hat knoweft the hearts of | 

Wen. 

A; ' Omnipotence; Lord, Wee acknowledge thy | 
right, thou art fit to bee thine owne chuſer, 
Lord, there bee many on earth called Lords,but 
thoſe are Lords of carth, and thoſe Lords are | 
earth,& thoſe Lords mult rcturne to carth. This 
| Lord is Almightic, railing out of the duſt to the 
| honour of Princes,and /aying the honeur of Prin- | 
| ces inthe duft. Lord,of what ? nay, not qualih- 
| | ed,not Lord of ſuch a Countic, Barony, Scigni- 
E | oric; nor Lord by vertue of Office and Deputa- 
i tion : but i» «4bſiraFs, moſt abſolute : His Lord- | 
| ſhips vniuerſall : Zerd of heauen, the owner of | 
thoſe glorious manfions: Lord of carth,diſpoſer 
of all Kingdomes and Principalitics : Lord of} 
hell, to locke vp the old Dragon and his crew in 
| the bottomleſle pit :* Lord of Death, to vnlocke 
| the graues : hee keepes the Key,that ſhall let all} - | 
| bodies out of their earthy priſons, A potent | 
| Lord;whither ſhall we goeto get out of his Do- 
Pal 139.7,&c| Minton * To heauen? there wee cannot miſſe} 
MY | him : To hell ?. there wee cannot bee without 
him : In ayre,carth, or ſea, inlight or darkneſle, 
[ wee are ſureto finde him. Whither then,cxcept|. 
| to Purgatory © That Terra #ncognita is not mens 
: | tioned in his Zorojhip : the Pope may keepe = 
| | key 
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key of that himſelfe. But for the reſt, hee isto0 
ſawcic;exalting his vniuclal Lordfhip,and hed- 
gingin the whole Chriſtian world for his Dio- 
cefle, Stretching his arme ro heauen, in rubric-! 
king what Saints he lift : to hel), in freeing what 
| ptifoncrs hee liſt : on carth,in ſetting vp,or pul- 
ling downe what Kings: tee lift : butthat ſome 
haue cuc ſhort his buſe firgers, 

To the Lord of all they commend the choyce 
of his ownc ſeruants, Euery mortall Lord hath 
this power in his owne Family : how much 
more that Lord, which makes Lords ? who is ſo 
fit to chuſe,as he thar can chuſe the fit 2? Who lo 
fit to chuſe, as heethat can make thoſe fit whom | 
he doth chuſe £ Iris He alone that can giue po- | 
wer and graccto the eleted, therefore not to 
be left outin theeleion., How can the Apoſtle 
preach,or the Magiſtrate gouerne,without him; 
whennone of vsall can mooue butinhim& Itis| 
happy , when wee doe remit all doubts to his 
deciſion, and refigne our ſclues to his diſpoſiti- 
on, Wee muſt ndt be our owne Caruers, but let | 
Gods choyce be qurs. When we know his plea- 


ſure, let vs ſhew our obedience. And for you, 
vpon whom this EleQion falls, remember how 
you are bound to honour that Lord of heauen, 
that hath ordained ſuch honour for you vpon 
| carth : thatſo in all things wee may glorific his 
blefſed Name, 
Oimniſcience : it is Gods peculiar, ro bce the 
ſearcher of the heart, The heart of man is deceit-| 


full avone all things, and deſperately wicked; who 
I 2 
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Iere,17.9,10, 


ſearch the beart, Hee hath made no windony in- 
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{muſt ſpend my holy Oyle., The priuiledge of | 
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can know it * Who? Fgo Dominns, 1 the Lord 


tro ir, for man or Angel,to looke in: onely ithath 
a doore,and he keepes the key himſelfe, 

Bat why the Heart? Here was an Apoſtleto 
bee choſen: now wiſdome,learning,eloquence, 
memorie , might ſeeme to bee more neceſlary 
qualiries,then the Heare., No, they are all no- 
thing toan honeſt Hearr, Idenienort, but Lear- 
ning to divide the Word, Elocution to pro- 
nounce it, Wiſdome to diſcerne the truth, Bold- 
neſſe todcliuer ir, bce all parts requircable in a 
Preacher. But as if all theſe were ſcarſe worth 
mention in reſpe& of the Hears ; they ſay not, 
Thonthat knoweſt which of them hath the ſub- 
tiler wit, or abler memory , but which hath the 
truer Heart: not which 1s the greatcr Scholer, 
but which is the better man; 7 how that knowe#t | 
the Heart, 

Samucl being ſent to annoynt a ſonne of 1eſſe, 
when Eljab, the eldeſt came foorth, a man oft a 
goodly preſence , fit for his perſon to ſucceed 
Sawl, he thinkes with-himſelfe , This choyce is | 
ſoone made, ſure this is the head vpon which I 


Natureandof Stature, his primogeniture and 
proportion gives ithim ; This is hee. But cucn 
the holyeſt Prophet , when hce ſpeakes withour | 
God,runnesiato errour. Signes and apparances 
are the guides of oureyes; andtheſc arc ſeldome 
without a truc falſhvod, or an vncertaine truth. 
Saul had a goodly perſon, but a, bad heart : hee 

was 


, 
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nd; 
was higher then all , many were better then | 
hee, Ir is not hard for rhe beſt Iudgement to | 
crre in the ſhape, Philexemenes,amagnanimous | 
and valiant Souldier, being inuited to Mazyas | 
his houſe ro dinner, came in due ſeaſon, but : 


one ſoplainc in clothes, and ſomewhat defor- : 
med in bodie , thought him ſome ſorry fellow, | 
and ſet him to cleaue wood, Whereat Magyas | 
(being returned) wondering , he recciued from 
him this anſwere 3 Expendo penas deformitatis | 
mee; I pay for my vahandlomneſle., All is nor | 
valour, that lookes bigge, and goes braue, Hee 


| that iucgeth by the inſide, checked Samucl for | 


his miſconceir ; Looke not on his Conntenance or | 15m, 6,7, 
Statwre, for 1 haue refuſed him : for the Lord ſeeth 
not as manſeeth. Danids countenance was inge- 
nuous and beautifull , but had ir promiſed ſo ! 


| much as Elabs or eAbinadabs, hee had not been 
left inthe field , while his Brethren fate at the 


table, Tee could find nothing in Danid worthy 
the competition of honour with his brethren : 
God could finde ſomethirg to preferre him be- 
fore them all. His father thought him fir to 
keepe ſheepe, thought his Brethren fit to rule 
men, God thinkes him firtorule, and his Bre- 
thren to ſerue; and by his owne immediate 
choycedeſtines him tothe Throne. Here was 
all the difference, Samwel and 7eſſe went by the 
outl1de, God by the infide : they ſaw the com: 
poſition of the body, hee the diſpoſition of the | 
mind. Iſrael deſires a King of God, and that 


found nor his Hoſt at home. A ſeruant ſeeing | '- 
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King was choſen by the Head : God will chuſc 
a King for Iſracl, and that Kiog is choſen by the 
Heart, If in our choyce for God , or for our 
ſclues, wee altogether folluw the ceye,and ſuffer 
our thoughts to be guided by outward reſpes, 
we ſhall be decciued, 

Why doe they not ſay, T hon that knoweft the 
eſtaresot men, who isrich , and firto ſupport 
a high place; and who ſo pocre that the place 
mult ſupport him? I heare ſome call Wealth, 
S#5/tance ; but certainly at beſt, tt is but a meere 
circumſtance. Ir'is lixethe Planet <Atercory , if 
it bee toyned with a good Heart, it is vietull,' 
if with a bad and corrupt one, dangerous, Bur | 
howſocuer at rhe Beame of the SanRuary, mo- | 
ney makes not the man, yct it often addcs ſome | 
metta!ll to theman; makes his Iuſtice the bol- 
der, and in lefle hazard of bcing vitiated. But 
pauperis ſapientia plus valet quam dinitis aban- 
dantia. If the poorc man haue Wiſedome to del;.. 
wer the Citie, hee is worthy to gouernethe Citie, 
I yeeld, that ſomcthing is aue to the State of 
Aurthoritic, 4d populnum Phalcras : So Agrippa 
came tothe Tribunall with great pompe and art- 
tendance. This is requiſite to keepe awe in the 
people, that the Magiſtracic bee not expoſed to 
Contempt, Bur eMagiſiratns, now veſtitus , in-' 
aicat virurs : Wiſe gouernment, not rich gar- | 
ment,ſhewes an able man.It was not riches,that | 
they regarded, 

Why doe they not ſay , Thos that kneweſt the | 
Birth or Blood of men? I know,it is a reuercnd | 
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thing toſee an ancient Caſtle or Palace not in 
decay; ora faire Tree, ſound and perfect tim- 
ber. Bur as foule Birds build their neſts in an 
olde forſaken houſe, and doared trees are good 
for nothing but the fire; ſothe decay of Yertue 
is the ruine of Nobilitie. To ſpeake morally, 
{Active worth is better then Paſſiue; this laſt we 
| haue from our Anceſtors , the firſt from our 
ſclues. Let mee rather ſee one vertue in a man 
aliue, thenall the reſt in his pedigree dead. Na- | 
ture is regular in the bruite Creatures , Eagles | 
{doenot produce craucns;and it was a monſtrous 
fable, that ALzcipprs his Ewe ſhould yeane a Ly- 
on. But in man ſhee failes, and may bring forth 
the like proportion, not the like diſpoſition. | 
Children doe ofren re{cmble their Parents in 
facc and features, not in heart and qualities, Tt 
is theearthly part that followes the ſeed; wiſe- | 
dome, valour, vertue, are of another begin- | 
ning. Honour ſits beſt ypon th&backe of merit: 
[ had rather bee good without Honour, then | 
[ Honourable withour goodneſle, Cottages haue | 
yeelded this as well as Palaces. Azathecles was 
the ſonne of a Potter, Bioy of an infamous Cur- | 
tiſan. In holy Writ, Gidco was a poore Thra-' | 
ſher, Dauid a Shepheard; yet both mightic men. 
of valour, doth choſen to rule, both ſpeciall: 
Saulours of their Countrey, Farre bee it from 
vs to condemne all honour of the firſt head, 
when noble deſeruings haue raiſed it, though 
before it could ſhewe nothing but a White 
Shield. Indecd, ir is not the Birth , bur the 
nNcW | 
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\ £00 new Birth, that makes men truely Noble. 
; Why doethey not ſay, Thos that knoweſt the 


| wiſedome and policie of men 2 Certainly, this 
'is requiſite to a man of place, without which 
' hee is'a blinde Polyphemmas, a ſtrong arme with- 
; Out an eye, But a man may bee wiſe for him- 

ſelfe , not for God, not for the publike good, 
An Ante is a wiſe creature for it ſelfe, but a 
ſhrewd thing ina Garden. Magiſtrates, that are 
'grcat louers of themſelues , are ſeldome truc 
 loyers of their Countrey, All rheir a&tionsbee 
motions, that haue recourſe to one Centcr,that 
is, themſclues, A cunning head withour an ho- 
'neſt heart, is but like him that can packe the 
; Cards, yet when hec hath done,cannot play the 
| Game , or like a houſe with many conuenicnt 
| Staires, Entries , and other paſſages, but never a 


' faire roome; all the inwards bee ſluttiſh and of- 


| fenfiue, It 1s not then, Thes that knoweſt the. 
| Wealth,orthe Birth,cr the Head, but the Hears, 


as if inan Election,that were the maine; it is all | 


if the reſt be admitted on the By. 

 Heere then wee haue three remarkeable ob- 
| {eruations. 1. What kind of Hearts God will 
'not chuſe,and we may gueflc at them, 3. What 
' Hearts hee will chuſe, and himſelfe deſcribes 
them. 3, Why hee will chife men eſpecially 
by the Heart, 


and of theſe (among many) I will mention but 

| three, 

' t. Cordiniſum, a diſtracted Heart; part wher- 
of 


Firſt what kind of Hearts hee will not chuſe; | 
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of is dedicated to the Lord, and part to the 
world. But hee that made all, willnor bee con- 
rented with a piece. Aut Ceſar, aut »hil. The 
ſeruiceof two Maſters,in the obedience of their 
contrary commands, is incompetible, ſenſ# com- 
poſits. Indeed Zachess did firlt ſerue the world 
and not Chriſt ; afterward Chriſt, and not the 
world, but neuer the world and Chriſt roge- 
ther. Many diviſions followed ſinne. 1. Irdi- 
uided the heart from God; Tor ſinnes hawe ſe- 
perated betweene you and your Gdd; 2. Ttdiuided 
heart from heart. God by Marriage made one 
of two, (inne doth often by preuarication make 
two of one. Ir diuided the tongue from the 
heart. So Cain anſwered God, when hee que- 
{tioned him about Abel, Am 1 my Brothers kee- 
per ? As it hee would ſay, Goe looke, 4. It di- 
uided tongue from tongue, at the building of 
Babet , that when one called for Bricke, his fel- 
low brings him morter : and when heeſpake of 
comming downe, the other falles a remoouing 
the ladder.” 5. It diuidedthe heartfrom it ſelfe, 
They ſþake with 2 double hears, The originallis, 
A heart and a heart + one for the Church, ano- 
ther for the Change : one for Sundayes, ano- 
cher for working daycs : one forthe King, an 
other for the Pope. A man without a heart, is a 
wonder ; bur a man with two hearts, is a mon- 


| ter. Ir is ſaid of 144as, There were many hearts 


in one man: and weereadof the Saints, There 
was one heart in many men. Dabo illiis cor vnum, 


a ſpeciall bleſſing. 


K | Now | 


—— 
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| 66 | The holy Choice. | 
| Now this diviſion of heart is intolerable in 
| a Magiſtrate; when hee plyes his owne cauſe 
vader the pretence of anothers, and cares not 
who loſe, ſo hee bee a gayner, Saint Jerome 
calles this Cor male locatam , for many haue 
' hearts, bur not in their right places. Cor habet 
inventre guloſus, laſciuns inlibidine , cupidus in 
lacris; ' Naturally , if the heart bee remooued 
' from the proper ſeate, it inſtantly dyes. The 
eye vnneſtcd from. the head, cannor ſee ; the 
| faote ſundered from the body, cannot goe : ſo 
ſpiritually , ler the heart bee vncentred from 
$ Chriſt , it is dead. Thus the Coward is ſayd to 
hauc his heart at his heele, the timorous hath 
his. heart at his mouth , the enuious hath his 
heart in his eyes, the Prodigall hath his heart 
in his hand , the foole hath his hcart in his ( 
tongue, the couctous locks it vp in his cheſt, He 
| that kwowes the hearts of all men , will not chuſe a 
divided or miſplaced heart. 

) 2. Cor lapideum, a hard or ſtony heart, This 
| is Ingratum ad bexeficia , infidum ad conſilia , in- 
| verecundum ad tthrpia , inhumanum ad bona , te- 
mcrarium ad omnia, A Rocke , which all the 
: Floods of that infinite Sea of Gods mercics and 
Iudgements cannot ſoften. A Stitthy , that is | 
ſtill the harder for beating. It hath all the pi 0- 
pertiesof aſtone: it isascold asaſtone,as hea- 
uie asa ſtone, as hard as a ſtone, as ſ{enſcleſle as 
a ſtone, Noperſwaſions can heate it , no pro- 
| hubitions can ſtayit, no inſtruftions can re:ch 
it, no compaſſions can mollific ir, Were it of 
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{ yron, it might bee wrought : wereitof lead, it 
might bee molten, and caft:into ſome betrex 
forme: were it of earth, it'might beetempe: 
red to another faſhion : but being Ronenockidy 
remaines but that it bee broken. What--was 
Pharaohs greateſt plague 2 was it the murriine | 
of: Beaſtes 2 was it the plague of Boyles 2 was it l 
the deſtruRion of the Fruits * was it theturning I 
of their Riuers into Blood © was it the ſtriking RR 
of their Firſt borne with: death No, though 
all theſe plagues were grieuous , yet one was 
more gricuous then all; Cor d#rum , his hard 'K 
heart. Hee that knowes af hearts, knowes how 
ill this would be in x Magiſtrate : a heart, which 
no eryes: of Orphans, no teares of Widowes, 
no mourning of the oppreſled, can melt into 
pitic. From ſuch a Heart good Lord deliuer vs. | 
3- Cor cnpidnans, a couetous heart z the de. | 
ſircs whereof are ncucr filled, ; A handfull of | 
corne put to the wholeheape,cncreaſeth it; yea, 
adde water tothe Sea,ic harhſo much the more: 
bur hee that loweth Silger., ſhall neuey bee ſatisfied| Eccleſ 5,20, 
with Siluer, One deſire may bee filled , but ano- 
ther comes, Creſcit amor nummi, quantum ipſa | 
| Pecunia creſeit, Naturall defires are finite , as| 
j thirſt is ſatisfied with drinke 7 and hunger with 
'meate. Bur vanatuall deſires bee infinites''as it 
_ | fares with the body in burning Feuers;, 2n0 
| plus ſunt pote, plas ſitinntur aque: SO it iS 10 
'the couetous, heart, 7 cum poſiideat plurima, p'u- 1 
ra petat, Grace can neuer fill che purſe, nor 
| wealth the heart, | 
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| giſtrate Blaſphemiic : the roote of all euill in e- 


++ This vice is icall men iniquitie , but in a Ma- 


uery man, the rot of all goodneſle in a great 
Man. It leaves them, like thoſe Idoles in the 
Pſalme; neither eyes to ſer, nor cares to heare; 
but oncly hands to.:agd!le. Such men willtranſ- | 
greſſe for handfulls of bailey, and morſells of | 


tt A 


| Iudgewent into Wormewood , or atleaft into vine- 


bread 3} and a very dramme of profite put in-| 
to the Scole of Tuſtice , turncs it to the wrong | 
ſide, There is not among all the charmes of 
Hell, a more damnableſpellto inchant a Magi- 
ſtrate , then the loue of Money, This t#rnes 


ger: for if Iniuſtice doe not make it bitter as 
Wormewood,yet ſhifts and delaycs will'make | 
it ſowreasvincger. O how ſordid and execra- 

ble ſhould bribes bee to them , and ſtinke worſe 
in their noſtrils then Yeſpaſians tribute of vrine! 
Let them not onely binde their owne hands,and 
the hands of their ſeruants, that may take ; but 
euen binde the hands of them that would offer. 
Hee thar vſeth Integritie , 'doeth the former : 
but hee that conſtantly prefeſſerh Integritic, 
doth the latter. It isnot enough to auoyde the 
fault , buteuen the ſuſpition :- It isſome diſcre- 
dir tothe Tudge, when a Clyent with his bribe 
comes to bee denyed : for if his vſuall carriage 
had given him no hope of ſpeeding, hee would 
not offer. A Setuant, that is a fauourite or in- 
ward, gives ſuſpition of corruption,and is com- 
monly thought but a by- way; ſome poſttrne or 


4 fore- 


back-dore fora gift to come in, when the broad 


— 


} 


—_ —_— 


The holy C Joice, 


—_— 


aſpire to Offices and great places, not to doe 
good, but to get goods, as ſome loueto beeftir- 
ring the fire, if it bce but to warme their owne 
fingers, Whatſocuer affaires paſſe through 
chcir hands, they crookethem all to theirowne 
endes ; and care not what becomesof the pub. 
like good , ſo they may aduance their owne pri- 
uate ; and would ſet their neighbours houſe on 
fire, and it were but to roſt their owne cpges. 
Ler them baniſh Couctouſnefſe, with as great 
ahatrcd as £Amnen did Thamar, firlt thruſt it 
out of their hearts,then ſhut and locke the dore 


that God chuſcth, 

Next [ct vs ſee what kinde of hearts God will 
[chuſe ; and they be furniſhed with thele vertues 
fit for a Magiſtrate. 

1. There is Cor ſapiens, a wiſcheart; and 
this was Salomons ſuite ; Anvnder#anding heart. 
Hee ſaw,hee had power enough , but not wiſc- | 
dome enough; and that Royaltie without wiſe- 
dome, was nobettcr then an eminent diſho- 
nour; a very Calfc madeof golden Eare-rings. 
There isno Trade of life, but a peculiar wiſe- 
dome bclongs to ir, without whichall is tedi- 
ous and vnprofitable : how much more to the 
higheſt and buſieſt vocation, the gouernment of 
men? An ignorant ruler is likea blind Pilot;zwho 
ſhall ſaue the veſlell trom ruine 2 
” 2, Cor patiens; a mecke heart: whatis it to 
difccrne the cauſc,and not to bee patient of the 


fore-gates are ſhut againſt it. This makes many 


after it : forthe couctous heart is none of them | 


1 Kings 3.9, 


| K 3 pro- 
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procecdings ? The firſt Gouernour that God ſet 
ouer his Iſracl, was Moſes; a man of the meekeſt 
ſpirit ypon earth. How is heefit to gouerne 0- 
thers,that hathnot learn'd to gouerne himſelfe? 


beetruſted with ſteering a Veſlell on the Occan, 
Nor yet muſt this patience degenerate into co- 
wardlineſſe : <Meoſes that was ſo meeke in his 
owne cauſe, in Gods cauſe was as reſolute, So 
there is alſo | 


courage, The rulers and ſquares that rcgulate 


as will bend or bow. The principall Columnes 
of a houſe, had need be heart of Oke, A timo- 
rous and flexible Magiſtrate isnot fit for theſe 
corrupt times, If either threatnings can terri- 
fie him, or fauour melt him, or perſwaſions 
ſwerue him from Tuſtice , hee ſhall not want 
temptations. The Braine that muſt diſpell the 
fumes, aſcending from acorrupt liuer, ſtomach, 


| or ſpleene, had need bee of 'a ſtrong conſtitu- 


tion. The couragious ſpirit that reſolues to doe 
the will of heauen, what malignant powers ſoc- 
ner would croflc it on earth. is the heart that 
God chuſcth, 

4+. Laſtly, therc is Cor honeſium , an honeſt 


heart, Withour this, courage will prooue but 


legall Iniuſtice, policie but meere ſubriltie, and 
2bilitie but the Deuills Anuile to forge miſ- 
c::iefes. Priuate men have mary curbes , but 
men 1n authoritie, if they feare not God, haue 


\ Fl no- 


3. Cor magnavimum,a heart of fortitude and. 


others, are not made of lead or ſoft wood, ſuch 


| Hethat cannot rule a Boat on the riuerzis not to | 
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-nothing elſe to feare. If hee bee a ſimple Da- 
ſtard,hee feares all men : if a head-ſtrong com- 
mander,he feares no man;like that vaiuſt Tudge, 
that feared neither God nor Man. This is the 
ground of all fidelitie ro King and Countrey, 
Religion. Such was Conſtantines Maxime ; Hee 
cannot bee faithfullro mce, that is vnfaithfull 
to God. As this honourable place of the Kings 
Licutenar-ſhip hath a Sword bearer, ſothe Ma- 
giſtrate himſclfe is the Lords Sword-bearer, ſaith 
Saint Pas, And as hee mayneuerdrawethis 
Sword in his private quarrell,ſo hee muſt notler 
it bee ſheathed when Gods cauſe calls for it, It 
is lenitie and conniuence that hath inuited con- 
tcmpt to great places, Did Iuftice carrie a ſe- 
uerer hand, they durſt not traduce their Rulers 
in Songs and Satyrs, the burden whereof will 
bee their owne ſhame. Magiſtrates are our ci- 
uill Fathers: and what deſcrue they bur the 
curſe of Cham, thar lay open the nakednefſe of 
their Fathers? When cAlexmnderhad conque- 


lying nake!, hee threw his owne coat ouer him, 
ſaying, I will couer thedeſtinie of a King. It is 
God alone that caſteth contempt vpon Princes ; 
which that hee may nor doe, let them preſeruc 
Cor muyndem, a cleanc heart, not conſcious of il! 
demerits. 

Such a one ſitson the TIudgement-Seat,as one 
that never forgers that hee muſt appeare before 
the Indgement-Seate of Chriſt, So hee execu- 
teth Tuſtice, as neuer loſing the ſenſe of Mercy: 


{0 


red Darius , and caſuaily found his flainebodie 
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[3 hee ſhewerth Mercic, as not offcring violence 
co Iuſtice, Hee can at once,punitſh rhe offence, 
and pirie the offender, Hee rememyvers his oarh, 
and fearcsto violateit: toan encmie hee is not 
cruell, to afriend hee will not bee partiall, And 


[if ever heehaue but once cur theskirt of Tuſtice, 


as David the lappe of Sauls garment , his Hears | 
ſmites him for it. Hee minds no other clocke on 
the Bench, but that of his owne Conſcience, 
Heewill not offend the Tuſt, nor affoord a good 
looke to varlets : nor yet doth hee ſo d.ſregard 
their perſons, as to wrong their cauſes, Hee 
will maintaine Pietic, but not negleRt Equitie, 
In Court,hee lookes not before him on the per- 
ſon, nor abouthim on the beholders,nor behind 
him for bribes; nay, hee will not couch them 
in his Cloſſet or Chamber, leſt the timber and 
ſtones in the wall ſhould witneſle agaiaſt him. 
So hee helpes the Church, .that the Common- 
wealth beeno loſer: ſo hee lookes to the Com- 
mon-wealtch, that the Church may not bee 
wronged, The lewd fearc him, the good praiie 
him, the poore bleſſe him; hee hath been a Fa- 
ther to-Orphans, a Husband to diſtreſſed Wi- 
dowes. Many prayers arc layde vp for him in 
Heauen; and whea hee dies, they with the al- 
fiſtince of Angels, ſhall bearc him vp to bleſ- 
ſedneſle, | Ab 
Laftly, let vs ſce why God will chuſe men by 
the heart. Idcnic nor, but wiſedome and cou- 
rage, moderation and patience, are all requiſite 
concurrences ; but the Heart is the Primnm 


Mobile, 


4 


1 ſaid of the Spider, thar in the morning, betore 
| ſhee ſcekes out for her prey,ſhee mends her bro- } 


!inthe midſt, Before wee purſue the profits and 
| baits of this world, let vs firſt amend our life, 
and when wee vndertakethis, let vs bee ſureto 


| The holy Choice, | 


— 


prooues themto the right end. When God be- 
gins to makea man good, he beginsatthe heart: 


ginsthere, As the eye isthe firſt that begins to 
die,andthelaft that begins toliue : ſo the heart 
is the firſt thatliues, and the laſt that dies. Tr is 


ken webbe; andin doing that, ſhe alwayes begins 


begin at the heart. The Heart is the Fort or Ci-. 
tadell inthis little Ile of man; let vs fortific that, 
or all will bee loſt. And «5 naturally, the heart 
is firſt in being, ſo here the Will (which ismeant 
by the Heart) is chicfe in commanding. The 
Centurions ſeruants did not more carefully o- 
bey him, when hee ſayd to one Goe,avd he zoeth, 
to another Come, and hee commeth,toa third, Doe 
ihis, and hee doth it : then all the members ob- 


ſerue the Heart, if it ſay to the eye, See, it ſeeth : 
;tothe care, Hearc, it hearkeneth : ro thetongue,, 
\Speake, it ſpeaketh : to the foot, Walke, it wal- 
;keth : tothe hand, Worke, it worketh, It the 
| Heart lead the way ro God , not a member of 
;the body, not afacultie of the ſoule,will ſtay be- 
\hinde. As when the Sunne ariſeth in the mor 

ning, Birds riſe from their neſtes, Beaſtes from 
\their dennes, and Men from their beds, They 
all ſay tothe Heart , as the Iftazlites did to 7e- 


 Movile, that ſers all the wheelesa going, and im»| 


as Nature in forming, ſo God in reforming , be- | 


——————— 
——— 
»—" 


[. hbuak, 


Math $.9, 


RR— ——— 


4 +4 —_ th P 


: OW > 


W__—_ 


| 74 


loſh,1,16. 


Luk,18.13+ 


(buck, CAL that thou commandeſt vs, wee will doe : 


! hee went foorth a Wolfe, and comes home a 


[ry intention, The hand cannot oftend without 


T be holy Cheice. 


and whither ſocuer thou ſendeſt vs , wee will coe : 
onely the Lord bee with thee, Therefore the peni- ! 
tent Publican [mote his heart,as if hee would call 
vpthat,tocallvpallthe reſt, It cannot command, 
and goe witnour, 
No part © man can finne without the heart, 

the Þ« att can {in without allthe reſt. The Wolfe 

Qes to the flocke, purpofing to devoure al. 

ambe, and is preuenred by the vigilancie of 
the Shepheard, yer Lupus exit, Lnpus regreaitnr, 


Wolfe. The heart intends a finne , which is ne- 
uer brought into action , yet it (innes in that ve- 


the heart , the heart can oftend without the 
hand. The heart is like a Mi!l: if the winde or 
water bec violent, the Mill will goe whether the 
Miller will or not, yet hee may chuſe what kind 
of praine it ſhall grind, wheat ordarnell. If the 
affections bec ſtrong and paſſionate , the heart 
will bce working : yet the Chriſtian by grace, 
may : eepe out luſtes, and ſupply it with good 
thoughts, | 

The Heart is Gods peculiar ; the thing Lee e- 
ſpecially cares tor : My ſenne, gine mee thy heart: 
ar:d good reaſon, for I gaue my owne Sonnes 
heatt todeath for it Non minus tuum , qnia me- 
«2; It is not lefle thine, for being mine : yga, it 
cannot be thine comfortably, vnlcſle it bee mine 
perfectly. God requires it principally. but not 
onely : giue him thar, andall the reſt will fol 
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Y 
{{ow. He thatgiues me fire,needs not beereque- 


ſted for light and heat , forthey are inſeparable. 
Non corticis, ſed cordis Deus, God doth not re- 
eard the rinde of the lipps, but the root of the 
heart. Ir was the Oracles an{were, to him that 
would bee inſtructed which was the beſt Sacri- 
fice; Da medium Lnng, Solem ſimul, canis tram: 
which three charaers make Cor, the Heart, 


his Library + mans Intelle&, his Priuze Chamber, 


is, which art in heauen, that is, in 
a heauenly Heart. X 

All outward workes an hypocrite may doe, 
onely hee failes in the Heart : and becauſe hee 


looke neuer ſo faire, the good Carer will-not 
buy it,if the liuer bee ſpak'd. .Who will put that 
timber into the building of his houſe, which is 
rotten at the heart * Man indgeth the heart by 
the warkes, God iugdgeth the workes by the 
heart. All othcr powers of man may beſuſpen. 
ded from doing their offices, but onely the W;/l/, 
that is the Hearr. Therefore God will excuſe all 
neceſſary detects, but onely of the Heart, The 


{ blinde man cannot ſcrue God with his eyes ,hee 


is exculed: the deafe cannot ſerue God with 
his cares, hee is excuſed : the dumbe cannot 
ſerus Gyd with his tongue, hee is excuſed : the 
creeple cannot ſerve God with his feete, hee is 
exculed, But no man is excuſed for nor ſeruing 


wo 2 G od 


Mans Aﬀection is Gods Ha//: mans Memorie, f 


but his Cloſſer, Sacrary, or Chappell, is the} 
Heart, SoSaint A#zuſtizegloſſeth the Pater no. | 


| ſter, Qu es in ce{, 


failes there, he is loſt cuery where. Letthe fc ſh} 
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God witlh his Heart, Deus non reſpicit quantum 
homo valet, ſed-quantum velit, Saint Chryſo- 


'\1t: the obiect to bee apprehended is brought 


| Stame ſeemed to bee angrie with the Apoſtle, | 


for ſaying, Behold, wee hane left all, and fol- | 


| lewed thee, What hauc you left? an angle, a) 


couple of broken NCtCS, and a weather bcarcn 
 Fiſh-boar; a faire dealeto ſprake of, Bur at laſt; 
be ce corrects himſclfe, 1 crie you mercie, Saint 
Peter you hauc forſaken allindced : for he ti. 
Iy kcaucs <1! p that Icaucs Oned vel capit mundns, 
wel Cupit : that takes his #cart fromthe cewr 
and gives it to Chiiſt, | 
| All other facultics cf man apprehend their| 
| obie&s, when they are b:ovght home tothem; | 
| onely the Will, the Heart gocs home to the ob- 
{ ict, Colour muſt cometo the eye, before it 
{canſceit : ſound to the carc, before it can hcare | 


| | home tothe vnderſtand:ng, and paſt things are 
| recollected to the memory; before cither can 
doe her office, But the heart gocs home to the 
| obic&.7/bi theſaurus,ibicor, Not where the heart 
is. there will bethe treaſure : but where the rrea- 
ſureis, there will ve the heart. 

Bleſſed are the pure in heart , for they ſhall ſee 
God. Of all,the purcheart is be holding to God, 
and ſha!l one day bchold God. Theretore Da- 
did prayes, Cor mundum creain mt, Deus : Cre-, 
ate inmee acleane heart, O God. The Lord reſted | 
from the workes of his Creation the ſcuc nth | 
day; but ſo dearcly hee loues cleane hearts, 


| that hee reftes from creating them no day. As 
lehs' 
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lehu (aid to Jebonadab , Ft tibi cor reums, Is thy 
heart righ: ? Then giuc ince rhy hand, come wp 
into my chariot, So this is Gods queſtian, 1s 
thy heart vprig4t? Thengiue meethy hand, af- 
cend my triumphant Charriot, the euerlaſting 
glory of heaucn. 
1 o conclude;becauſlc there is ſuch difference 
of hearts, and ſuch needof a goodone, they 
put it to Him that knowesrhem all, and knowes 
which 1s bcſt of all. For howſocuer Nature 
knowes no diff-rence;znor is there any Qu0oruns | 
recordia Titan De meſiore lutofinxit : yet in re- | 
gard of grace, the ſanRified heartis of purer 
merall then common ones. A little liuing ſtone 
in Gods building, is worth a whole Quarrey of | 
the world. One honeſt heart ts better then a | 
thouſand other: the richeſt Mine,and the cour- 
ſeſt mould, haue not ſuch a difproportion of va- 
luc. Man often failes in his Eledtion, God can- 
not erre, The choiſe heere was extraordinary, 
by lots : yours is ordinary by Suffragesz Gods 
hand is in both. | 
Great is the benefit of good Magiſtrates : that 
wee may fit vader our owne Vines, goe in and 
out in peacc,cate our breadjin ſattic,and (which 
is abouc all ) leade ourlives in honeſt libcrtie ; 
for all rhis weeare beholaing, vnder Godto the 
Magiſtrate, firſtthe Supreme, then the ſubordi- 
nate. They are Trecs,vnder whoſe branches the 
people build and fing, and bring vp their young 
ones in religious nourture. That Szlence in hea- 
ucn abont haife an houre , when the golaenwialls 
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| 
| | were filled with ſweet odours, and the prayers of} 
the Saints aſcended as pillars of ſmoke and In-} | 
cenle, is referred by ſome, to the peace of the | 
| Church vnder Conſtantine. It is the King of | 
| Mexico's Oath, when hee takes his Crowne | 
f Inſtitiams ſe adminiſtraturum , effecturum vt Sol 
curſum teneat, Nubes pluant, Rivi currant , terra 
producat fruftus; that hee will miniſter Iuſtice, 
. Thee will make the Sunne holde his courſe, the| 
| Cloudes to raine, the Rivers to runne, and 
che Earth to frutifie. The meaning is,that the 
| {vpright and diligent adminiſtration of Tuſtice, 
| {will bring all theſe bleſſings of God vpon a 
Countrey. 
| If wee compare this Citie with many in for- 
- WM; raine parts , how ioyfuily may wee admire our 
# þ owne happines ! Thoſe murders and maſſacres, 
A rapes and conſtuprations, and other miſchiefes, 
thatbee there as commonas nights, be rare with 
| 1; Vs. I will not ſay that all our people are better 
| then theirs, I dare ſay, our Gouernment is bet- 
| terthentheirs, Merchants make higher vic,and 
are more glad of calme Seas, then common paſ\- 
| ſengers. So ſhould Chriſtians more reivyce in 
Pi peace, then can the heathen: becauſe they know 
[ how to improoue it to richer ends. the glory of 


| 


i 


| 
f | God, and ſaluation of their owne ſoules, Pro- 
b;  {ceed yee graue and honourable Senatours, in | 

i your former approoued courſes, to the ſuppreſ- 
bs | fing of vice and diſorders, and tothe mainte- 

nance of Truth and Pcace among vs. It is none | 
by { of the leaſt renownes of this famons Citie, the 


Wile. 
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Wiſedome and Equitic of the Gouernours, To 
repeat the worthy acts done by the Lords Marers 
of Zendon, were fitter for a Chronicle ; they are 
roo large for a Sermon, 
Bur it is high time to blcſſe you with a Dif- 
miſſion, and to diſmiſſe you with a Bleſſing. 
That Almightic God , that knowes the hearts of 
all, ſanifis your hearts to goucrne, and ours to | 
obey ; that wee all ſecking to due good one | * 
to another, He may doe good vnto ys all, 
To this bleſſed and ercrnall God, 
the Father, rhe Sonne, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, beeall 
glory and praiſe for 


cuer, Amen. 
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